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Ultramid® Deep Gloss wins German Innovation Award 2018 

 Recognized for added-value compared to previous solutions 
 Specialty polyamide for high gloss in automotive interiors without 

coating 
 
BASF’s specialty polyamide Ultramid® Deep Gloss has been awarded the German 

Innovation Award 2018 in the category “Materials and Surfaces”. The award is 

presented by the German Design Council to recognize products from different 

industries that offer additional benefits compared to previous solutions. Introduced 

on the market at the end of 2017, Ultramid® Deep Gloss combines the chemical 

resistance of semi-crystalline polyamides with the high gloss and depth of view of 

amorphous plastics. It is therefore particularly suitable for automotive interior 

components which are high-gloss and yet at the same time resistant without coating. 

 

Components made of Ultramid® Deep Gloss have a piano-black, high-gloss surface 

that for the first time does not require an additional, elaborate protective coating. 

The specialty polyamide can be used to make UV, scratch and chemically resistant 

high-gloss surfaces with an exciting interplay of light and shadow. It allows 

designers to realize unusual textures such as ripples, waves, hammer finish, lines 

and diamonds with a piano-black look, or structure surfaces with haptic design 

elements – into an integrated, functional design for the autonomous driving concepts 

of the future. 
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Ultramid® Deep Gloss is suitable for components such as air vents and decorative 

trims, inlays in car doors, central consoles or dashboards. The requirements of the 

automotive industry regarding emissions and odors were also taken into account 

during the development. During processing, the new BASF polyamide offers 

interesting cost saving potentials  as it is done without vario-thermal mold 

technology and there is no need for the components to be coated. 

 

Specialty polyamide wins in high-profile environment 
The German Innovation Award was presented for the first time, there were 650 

submissions. Only companies nominated by the German Design Council could 

participate. The jury consists of independent experts from industry, the scientific 

community, various institutions and the financial sector. The submissions were 

evaluated according to the categories of level of innovation, user benefits and cost 

effectiveness. The jury also took into account aspects such as social, ecological, 

and economical sustainability as well as the use of energy and resources. “We are 

proud of the award”, said Xaver Hopfenspirger, project manager for Ultramid® Deep 

Gloss at BASF. “It confirms that we hit the mark with this material: In automotive 

interiors the demand for piano-black surfaces is increasing. And it is to be expected 

that the amount of resistant, but high-quality and functionalized surfaces will rise. 

This trend will even intensify as a result of new operating designs in the transition to 

autonomous driving. So we are now also offering other colors apart from deep black 

to allow for different customer wishes regarding individualized car interiors.” 

 

More information at www.ultramid-deepgloss.basf.com 

 
Receive the latest press releases from BASF via WhatsApp on your smartphone or tablet. 
Register for our news service at basf.com/whatsapp-news. 

 
About BASF’s Performance Materials division 
BASF’s Performance Materials division encompasses the entire materials know-how of BASF 

regarding innovative, customized plastics under one roof. Globally active in four major industry 

sectors – transportation, construction, industrial applications and consumer goods – the division has 

a strong portfolio of products and services combined with a deep understanding of application-

oriented system solutions. Key drivers of profitability and growth are our close collaboration with 

customers and a clear focus on solutions. Strong capabilities in R&D provide the basis to develop 
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innovative products and applications. In 2017, the Performance Materials division achieved global 

sales of €7.7 billion. More information online: www.performance-materials.basf.com. 

 
About BASF  
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The more than 115,000 employees in the BASF 

Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every 

country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, 

Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales of 

€64.5 billion in 2017. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London 

(BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at www.basf.com. 
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